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"Bed. fſ. Ad General. Seſſion, Pacis Domi. Regis tent. apud Ampthill, in & pro Comitatu predic. Decimo 
quarto Die Zanmarii Anno Regni Domini noſtri Caroli Secundi Dei Gratia Anglie, Score, Francie 


& Hiberme Regis, Fidei Defenſor. exc. triceſſimo ſexto, Annoq; Dom. 168 4. 


At which time was preſent, the Right Honourable Robert Earl of Ailesbury, Cuſtos Rotulorum of the 
County aforeſaid. 


Eligion being the great Inſtrument of Political Happineſs, and Unanimity in it the moſt certain Promoter and 
Band of Peace, upon theſe two Reaſons, therefore all prudent Governments of the World have by their Laws endea- 
voured to ſecure both the Intereſt and Unity of ir. And whereas the Religion eſtabliſht by Law in this Kingdom, was in- 
tended to be, and by long Experience hath been found, an happy, as well as the only means to both thoſe Ends : This 
Conrt hath reſolved, That all ſuch Laws as have been provided. for the reducing all Diſſentcrs to a thorow Tontormi- 
ty, ſhall be forthwith put into a ſpeedy and vigorous Execution, We do therefore, wich the Concurrence of -.e Fight 
Reverend Father m God, our moſt Prone f and Worthy Lord Biſhop, delire all Miniſters, and require as well all Conſtable: 
and Church-wardens, truly and punctually to preſent, both at our Quarter Seſſions and monthly Meeting, all ſuch intheir 
-reſpeCtive Pariſhes, as ſhall abſent themſelves from their own Pariſh Church upon any Sundav. And that ſuch be pre- 
"ſented alſo that come not art the beginning of Divine Service, and during the whole time of it, do no: betave themſelves with 
that Decency and Revcrence as the Rubrich (which is confirmed by Law) does direct (v:iz.) Aneelmg ar all the Prazers, Standing up 
at the giving of Glory to the Bleſſed Trinity, at the repeating of the Creed, the Hymns after the firſt and ſecond Leſſons, together 
with other things contained in the ſaid Rubrich. And that none may pretend Ignorance in their Duty, we therefore de- 
fire the Lord Biſhop of this Dioceſs (that together with an injoyning all Miniſters exa&tly to perform their own Duty) He 
pleaſe to command them by their Sermons and Catechizings to inſtruct their Pariſhioners in all thoſe things the Laws require 


from them. By which Means, we hope in ſome time the true Worſhip of God will be thorowly underſtood, and honeſtly 
practiſed hy the Penple nf ehio County, en >. l1- OCley and ave awwn Dounco, Proſperity and Comfor {lo 
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Eemy i is a certam Truth, that all Subjects (by the indiſpenſable Law of Nature and Scripture) are bound to obey thoſe Towers 
which God bath ſet over them; eſpecially in thoſe thmgs which are ordained for the Preſervation of the true Chriſtian Religion ; wherein 

the Glory of God and the Salvation of their Souls are more immediately concern'd : and Whereas by the prudent and pions Care of our 
Governours, @ Godly Liturgy, and form of Gods publick Worſhip, has been provided, and by our Laws (Eccleſtaſtical and Civil) eſtabliſh- 
ed, requiring all Men, on the Lords Day (and other times by Law appointed) to repair to their reſpeFtive Churches, and Communicate with the 
Congregation in Prayers, hearing the Word, and receiving Sacraments. A Liturgy not only for many Jears received in our Church, with: 
lirtle or no Oppoſition, till the late unhappy Times of Rebellion and Confuſion ; but alſo which has had the Approbation and Commendation of the 
moſt learned and pious Divines in other Proteſtant Churches. A Liturgy which Arch-Biſhop Cranmer and hs Fellgw-Priſoners m Oxtord 
daily njed, till a little before their Flartyrdom ; when by the Cruelty of their Perſecutors it was taken from them ; and then (as appears by 
their Letters yet extant) thoſe pious Martyrs ſadly complained that they were deprived of the benefit of that Book : The Rejeftion of which, 
and the Diſobediencc to the Laws injoyning it, renders our Diſlenters evidently Schiſmatical im their Separation from the Communion of our 
Church, as ſhall (God willing) in convenient time be made further appear. Seeing then our diſſenting Brethren will not conform out of Conſcience 
of their Duty and Obedience to God and their Governonrs ; it is not only convenient, but neceſſary, that our good Laws be put m execution, 
for the Preſervation of the publick Peace and Unity, and for the Good of the Diſſenters themſelves ; for Aficio dat intel[e&tum, and 
their Sufferings by the Execution of our juſt Laws, may (by Gods Bleſſings) bring them to a Senſe of their Duty, and a Deſare to do it. For 
the attaining of which good Ends, I require all the Clergy of my Dioceſs within the County of Bedford, to publiſh this Order the next Sunday af- 
ter it be tender'd to them, and diligently to promote the Deſign of it, according to thoſe prudent and pious Direions given in the Order, and 
by Catechizing and Preaching (that they may have no pretence for their Ignorance) inſtruting the People in their Duty to God and the King. 


And that God Almighty would be gratiouſly pleaſed to give a Bleſſing to your Endeavours to promote thoſe good Ends, ts an ſhall be the 
Prayer of 


Your affectionate Friend, Brother 


and Diocelan 


Tao. EincornEg 
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